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CHRISTIANS IN THE ATOMIC AGE 


"The Christian does not live entirely in the 
fesent: in some sense he looks out upon the whole 
morama of time: and his responsibilities accom- 
iy his gaze." "The Christian faith asserts that 
1e whole universe belongs to God - ‘the earth is 
ie Lord’s and all the fullness thereof’... In the 
‘w Testament we learn of God's will to ‘sum up 
1 things in Christ, both things on earth and 
ings in heaven’... A worthy view of mam - this 
, the one great problem for the atomic age: its 
‘ovision is one of the great contributions which 
- Christians can make to the world of the future." 
Excerpts from an address on Nuclear Knowledge 
d Christian Responsibility by Oxford University 
ofessor C.A. Coulson to the Ninth World Metho- 
st Conference at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, 
ptember 5, 1956. 


THE 1.M.C. AND THE W.C.C. 


The International Missionary Council and the 
xld Council of Churches work in close associa- 
on at points of common interest and concern in 
< Christian World Mission and in international 
fairs affecting the freedom of the Church and 
e peace of the world. The relationships of the 
bodies are discussed from time to time ina 
int Committee, composed of representatives of 
th. The question of their possible integration 
Ss raised at the meeting of the Joint Committee 

July, 1956. Some reports of this meeting have 
used serious misunderstanding in certain quar- 
rs. The impression has got abroad that integra- 
on has been already determined upon, or even 
fected, and that the I.M.C. is soon going to be 
tegrated with the World Council. It is well 
keep the facts straight. The question is up 
r serious consideration. It can not and should 
t be dodged. Accordingly a committee represen- 
tive of both I.M.C. and W.C.C. is at work to 
e whether or not structural changes in both the 
C.C. and the I.M.C. can be made which in inte- 
ation would conserve and enhance the values of 
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both world bodies. No one yet knows whether or 
not a generally acceptable organizational struc- 
ture of this kind can be worked out. Even if it 
can be done, however, the plan itself must be 
acted on favorably by the Assembly of the I.M.C. 
and the World Council. Beyond this, for the 
I.M.C. at least, the whole proposal must then be 
submitted to its thirty-five constituent coun- 
cils for consideration and action. Reports, 
therefore, that the two bodies have merged or 
even have agreed to do so are, to say the least, 
premature. 


CLAIMS OF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


We believe the ecumenical movement now mani- 
festing itself in many ways within the Church of 
Jesus Christ to be a movement of the Holy Spirit, 
quickening and enriching the life of the Church. 
When, however, people caught up in this movement 
begin to talk about its claims, its demands, its 
rights, we sense a total misunderstanding of 
what it is. The ecumenical movement is not the 
Church nor is it a voice of infallible divine 
authority speaking to the churches. It is, 
rather, a movement within the Church toward a 
fuller understanding of its inner genius. It is 
a growing fellowship among its separate parts. 

It is a humble recognition among Christians of 

the need one of another. It is an acknowledg- 
ment of a oneness, not achieved but given in 
Christ and inherent in our common commitment to 
Him. It is a resolve to pray together, repent to- 
gether, worship together, love the world together, 
work together, and to help one another. It is not 
something that makes claims for itself or demands 
allegiance to itself, but rather a movement which 
has come into being in response to a deeper under- 
standing of the claims of our Lord and a deeper 
resolve to respond to His Lordship. 


PROTESTANT MISSTONARIES OVERSEAS 


The Missionary Research Library after an ex- 
haustive survey, reported in November 1956 that 


213 mission agencies of Canada and the United 
States had 23,432 missionaries serving in 100 
countries overseas. This is more than double the 
11,289 serving twenty years ago and an increase 
from 18,576 four years previously. Of the total, 
2127 were in India, 1562 in Japan, and 1195 in 
the Belgian Congo. Area-wise, 35% were in East, 
Southeast, and Southern Asia; 29% in Africa South 
of the Sahara, and 26.5% in Latin America. Six 
out of every ten of these missionaries are women, 
about 28% ordained missionaries and about 11% 
doctors and nurses. 


PRESENT DAY MARTYRS 


Ever and again we are reminded that the day of 
missionary martyrdom has not entirely passed. In 
November, 1956 two Indonesian missionaries of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance in New Guinea 
died at the hands of Kapauku tribesmen among whom 
they were ministering in Christ’s name. A number 
of New Guinea Christians perished with them. Seven 
mission buildings were burned. In situations of 
this kind we do well to remember the words of Dr. 
George MacLeod that only the people of God "know 
the secret and the significance of the grave. They 
alone know the paradoxical possibilities of the 
resurrection." 


SOUTH AFRICAN MASS TREASON TRIAL 


About 140 people, including some internation- 
ally known Christians, in South Africa are being 
tried "under charges of treason and of contraven- 
tion of the Suppressing of Communism and Riotous 
Assembly Acts." The officers of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs (I.M.C. and 
W.C.C.) immediately expressed their concern but 
withheld further comment except to rejoice that 
churchmen in South Africa were raising a legal 
defense fund and to say: "We are reassured by the 
knowledge that the reputation of the South Africa 
Judiciary stands high." 


WHERE JEWS LIVE 


Only one-sixth of the twelve million Jews in 
the world live in Israel, according to the German 
Evangelical Press Service. In 1851, 88% of world 
Jewry lived in Europe; now only 29% live there. 
Nearly two and one-half million came to America 
before World War I; others have come in more 
recent years, notably in 1951 following World 
War II. Over one-half of the total twelve million 
now live in North and South America; over two mil- 
lion are in New York alone. Of the 3.5 millions 
left in Europe today, over two-thirds are behind 
the Iron Curtain. Now the approximately one-half 
million living in Morocco, Tunis, Algeria and 
Egypt are unsettled, and those in Egypt are being 
uprooted, In the whole of Asia, excluding Israel, 
are to be found fewer than 200,000. Where do the 


the "Gold Coast Assembly." Since this name become 


Jews live? Well, one thing at least is clear and 
that is that Israel is not either the actual or 
the potential home-land of five out of every six © 
Jews, and many have no settled dwelling place 
tnctlales 


GOLD COAST TO BECOME GHANA 


In March 1957, the Gold Coast, together with 
British Togoland, will become a self-governing 
dominion within the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. The name of this new state will be Ghana 
The I.M.C. was invited by the Gold Coast Christian} 
Council to hold its Assembly in Accra. We have © 
hitherto referred informally to this meeting as 


obsolete in March, we shall speak and write here-_ 


after of the Ghana Assembly of the I.M.C. 


PRAYER FOR THE 1.M.C. ASSEMBLY 


Dr. Ranson, General Secretary of the I.M.C. — 
calls for prayer for the Assembly in these words: 
"The preparation for the meeting of the Interna-_ 
tional Missionary Council Assembly in Ghana, 
December 28, 1957 to January 8, 1958, can be 
serviceable to the Christian mission only in so © 
far as it is inspired and guided by the Holy 
Spirit. We ask for the continuing prayer of the 4 
Council’s friends; 1. for the Assembly and for the 
preparations for it now being made throughout the 
world; 2. for all the Councils and their member © 
bodies engaged in this preparation; and 3. for 
the officers andscommittees charged with particu- 
lar responsibilities for it. No special prayer 
leaflet is being issued, but we know that only as 
all involved are open to the guidance and empower-= 
ing of the Holy Spirit will the Assembly be able 
to indicate clearly the way forward for the Chris= 
tian world mission in the years immediately ahead." 


NEW EDITIONS OF THE BIBLE 


Ecumenical Press Service carries a notice of © 
the recently extended availability of the Bible 
or Bible portions. The Japan Bible Society has : 
completed the task of putting the whole Bible into) 
simple Japanese braille - with 24 volumes for the 9 
Old Testament and 8 for the New. The first Arabic 
edition of Acts "in illustrated magazine format" — 
has just been printed in Lebanon. Acts has in the 
past proved to be specially acceptable to Muslims. %, 
The American Bible Society recently published the — 
New Testament in the Mexican Indian Tzeltal lan- q : 
guage for a tribe of about 45,000 Tzeltals. Over 
200,000 copies of Luke’s Gospel in Swahili have ~— 
been sent recently to East Africa by German 
Lutherans. An English firm, with technical help 
from Germany, Switzerland, and the Far East, has 
recently built a Tibetan language typewriter 
which will make it possible for the first time 
to type the Bible in Tibetan. 


MAGNIFICENT DANGERS 


In the address referred to in the first item 
| this issue of the Newsletter, Professor Coulson 


, which man came to grips with the natural order 
| his own "unaided efforts," bare-handed, as it 
re. 2. The mechanized age such as we have in 
ye western world but which is still not world- 
ide. 3. The atomic age, the boons of which the 
Withor hopes will become available to all men 


yerywhere. He is not unmindful, however, of the 
Jeerging struggle for the control of this new 


}: there is." Then he adds: "For those who can 
Wme to the future with real elasticity of mind, 
jis type of problem will be most stimulating and 
‘eative. Dealing with them is going to make life 
yr our children immensely thrilling - full of 
§.orious opportunities and of course at the same 
ime magnificent dangers." Later he quotes 
#nston Churchill’s words that we have to learn 

> "tread the rim of hell." 


PERSONALIA 


Charles W. Ranson, General Secretary of the 
{M.C., recently back in New York from Madagascar 


ad London, leaves on March 10 for Prapat, Sumatra, 
1 Indonesia for an important conference, March 18 
> 27, under the auspices of the 1.M.C. and the 
,C.C. Representatives of National Christian 
puncils of Churches from eastern and southern 
sla will meet to consider the important issue in- 
»lved in the development and use of regional ini- 
iative and responsibility within the ecumenical 
ramework. This issue was recently brought into 
cus by the organization and work of the Asia 
muncil on Ecumenical Mission. On January 23, 
nter, the recently elected New 
mrk Secretary of the I.M.C., left on a trip to 
hngland, Europe, and Africa to be gone until the 
better part of April. In his wide travels in 
frica, Dr. Carpenter will be preparing the way 
ser and building up interest in the I.M.C. 
SSSEMBLY in Accra, Ghana, December 28, 1957 to 
muary 8, 1958 and the All-Africa Christian Con- 
erence in Nigeria in the middle of January 1958. 
he Rev. Erik W. Nielson, of the I.M.C. Department 
ff Missionary Studies, left London January 10, on 
- mission, principally to Indonesia. During his 
eriod away from London he will also attend the 
rapat Conference and a consultation on Study 
fenters at the Woman's Christian College, Madras, 
ypril 1 to §. Principal David Moses, of Nagpur 
‘ollege, one of the vice-presidents of the I.M.C. 
1111 also be at Prapat and will preside over the 
ladras Consultation. Dr. J.W. Decker will leave 
lew York about May 10 in company with Ernest J. 
single, Editor of the I.M.C.‘s International 
teview of Missions, to conduct a consultation of 
thristian workers in the Caribbean area. This 


Wifers to three phases of civilization. 1. The age 


wer, symbolized in the "scramble for such uranium 


consultation will be held in Puerto Rico from 

May 17 to May 27. All the Secretaries of both 

the New York and London offices will come to- 
gether at Old Jordans, near London, April 11-18, 
for a very important staff conference. Travel 
and conferences in themselves are not signifi- 
cant, but with the guidance and empowering of 

the Holy Spirit they can be made eternally sig- 
nificant. I.M.C. Secretaries always need and 

want the prayers of their friends. Dr. Irma 
Highbaugh, Field Representative in Home and 
Family Life for the I.M.C., completed six months 
of work in Indonesia at the end of December 1956. 
Early in January she arrived in Ceylon where she 
is busy on her final assignment in Asia for the 
I.M.C. When Dr. Highbaugh completes her work in 
Ceylon at the end of March, she will be returning 
to the U.S.A. for her last furlough before retire- 
ment. Dr. Helen Kim, President of Ewha Woman's Uni- 
versity in Seoul, Korea, and one of the vice- 
presidents of the I.M.C., was in New York for an 
extended period in January ond February as a spe- 
cial messenger from Korea to the United Nations. 
The staff of the I.M.C. and of the C.C.1.A., and 
other friends in New York honored her at a luncheon 
on January 9. 


CORRECTION 


In listing, in the December 1956 Newsletter, 
important ecumenical conferences to be held in 
1957, the Fourteenth World Convention on Chris- 
tian Education was included. This Convention of 
The World Council of Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association will be held in Tokyo, 
not in 1957, but August 6 to 13, 1958. 


BOOK NOTICES 


Survey of the Training of the Ministry in 
Africa; a pamphlet by Bishop Stephen Neill, pub- 


lished by the I.M.C. in 1950. I.M.C. stock is ex- 
hausted, but calls for it continue to come. If any 
reader can spare his copy, the I.M.C. will be deeply 
grateful. Out of His Treasure, by W.O. Carver; 
Broadman Press; Nashville; 1956; $3.00. Riches of 
thought, discernment, courage, and humor out of the 
life of a Southern Baptist preacher and teacher of 
missions great enough to have lived worthily and to 
have written of his life ond work with modesty and 
humility. The International Review of Missions, 
organ of+the International Missionary Council; pub- 
lished guarterly (January, April, July, October) is 
a journal of the world Christian missionary move- 
ment. Its ARTICLES deal authoritatively with the 
issues involved in the world mission of the Church. 
Its WRITERS are the most competent on missionary 
subjects. Its OUTLOOK is international and inter- 
denominational. Its BOOK REVIEWS provide a reliable 
guide to the best books on the world Christian mis- 
sion. ItsMISSIONARY BIBLIOGRAPHY is an indispen- 
sable guide to the literature of missions. Its 


SURVEY OF THE YEAR, a special feature of the 

January number, summarizes year by year world-wide 
missionary activities. SUBSCRIPTION RATES - 
One year, $3.50 Two years, $6.50 


AN UNPARALLELED PHENOMENON 


"The Missionary societies, as history records 
them, have succeeded in binding very considerable 
numbers of people of all ages and every variety of 
social background into a unity of devotion and a 
consistency of aim which is without any signifi- 
cant parallel in the life of the Church, either with 
regard to the intensity of that devotion or to its 
perseverance over the generations. In terms of 
sheer spiritual potential this influence is indeed 
incalculable. No real attempt has yet been made 
to do justice to this spiritual phenomenon, for 
phenomenon it is, which can call out so much self- 
offering, generate such an enduring fellowship, 
inspire so much initiative, stimlate so much ex- 
periment, and do this through very ordinary people 
on behalf of other equally ordinary people, whom 
they can never meet, on the other side of the 
globe; and do it not once or twice as a result of 
a tremendous effort, but steadily, day in and day 
out, year after year, generation after generation. 
No political party, no trade association, can 
produce anything comparable. It is the Christian 
Mission at one of its most intense points of con- 


centration." - The Christian Mission, by Max Warren. 


os 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 


It appears four times a year —- March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of the 
Newsletter. 


World Associates Newsletter 
International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 


TWO-DIRECTIONAL GRATITUDE 


The International Missionary Council began th 
year 1956 with a deficit accumulated in 1954 and 
1955 of $5,381.93. During the year this deficit 
was erased by a generous special gift from the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Netherlands 
Hervormde Kerk, accompanied by the gracious words 
"The board considers this gift as a small token of 
the lasting gratitude we owe to the I.M.C. for all 
it has done for the maintenance of our work during 
the years 1940/42 and 1949/54." Then, in the 
course of the year, many individuals, many church 
mission boards, some few churches including sever- 
al community churches, and other groups sent gifts 
large and small. When all accounts and receipts 
were in, we found to our joy that the budget for 
1956, which was $6,545.08 larger than for 1955, 
had been covered, that we could set aside $1,500 
as a reserve for meetings (a contingent item in 
the budget), ond that we could begin 1957 with a 4 
credit balance of $391.60. In this situation, our 
thanks go in two directions - up and out: up to ~ 
God in humble gratitude for His blessing and out 
to our many friends in warm-hearted appreciation. q 
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